
SenatorSenator  SarauwSarauw

WAPACommittee on Rules and 
Judiciary

QUARTERLY REPORT: OCTOBER - DECEMBER

Legislative Session



Janelle K. Sarauw was re-elected to the 33rd Legislature on November 6, 2018.  Senator 
Sarauw, has penned into legislation bills that support youth development, encourage 
workforce development, and propel the Territory forward. Her signature legislation, the 
State Apprenticeship bill, became law during the 32nd Legislature. The bill amends the 
VI Code related to apprenticeship standards, authorizing and mandating the Department 
of Labor to promulgate regulations pursuant to becoming a recognized State Apprentice 
Agency. This means more job opportunities for the youth of the Virgin Islands. Senator 
Sarauw’s ultimate outlook however, is the overall opportunities and quality of life afforded to 
the VI populace. Throughout her term, Senator Sarauw has also proposed and stated her 
position regarding controversial bills on the environment, economic development, education, 
probate, expungement, and was the primary sponsor of the Division of Festival, now law.

Born in St. Thomas, USVI, Senator Sarauw attended Florida Atlantic University on a full 
volleyball scholarship earning a Bachelor of Arts with majors in Political Science with a 
concentration in Global  Governance; Interdisciplinary Studies of Social Science and a 
minor in History. She holds a Master of  Arts in Organizational Leadership with a certificate 
in Servant Leadership from Gonzaga University and is a U.S. Government Certified Grant 
Writer. Senator Sarauw was also honored by Under 35 emerging leaders, NBC News Out, 
keynote speaker at the Victory Fund LGBTQ Conference 2018, inducted as an honorary 
member of the Golden Key Honour Society and many other civic awards.
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With the ongoing crisis that plagued the Water and Power Authority, Senators of the 33rd Legislature found 
it necessary to call the representatives of WAPA to testify in front of the entire senate body. The purpose 
of the Committee of the Whole was for investigative purposes so Senators can have the opportunity to 
question WAPA on expected deadlines, expenses, etc. Although many Virgin Islanders felt the hearing 
was a waste of time, Senator Sarauw expressed her thoughts on the matter:

“The hearing needed to happen. The Legislature has a fiduciary responsibility and oversight on all 
government instrumentalities and semi-autonomous agencies. The hearing was held in the Committee 
of the Whole. The COW is an investigative committee chaired by the President. Action cannot be taken in 
that Committee. The hearing was no different from Congress where they conduct investigative hearings 
on Wall Street, financial institutions and the like. Sen. Gregory and I - and other members who are now 
signing on have legislation to correct many measures but we truly needed a clear picture of where 
WAPA, the Board and the PSC was without the constant evading of requested information and the 
blame game. Committees of the Whole are established to do exactly what was done. Much was revealed 
and a starkly different story was told contrary to what WAPA and the Governor was painting when they 
asked us and the Congresswoman to stand down. The excuse was we would affect bond ratings and 
chase investors away. Obviously it was not true. Ratings declined due to WAPA’s late completion of 
year 2017 audit while 2018 wasn’t done at all and rating agencies like Standards and Poor’s who wrote 
in November 2018 that the agency “after numerous attempts not giving rating companies timely and 
satisfactory financial reports....” The low bond rating is a direct fault of wapa. It was also evident that 
legislation I authored should go through as far as the composition of Wapa board. It is too political with 
rotating members as far back as the deJongh era and they have simply played musical chairs. The board 
is in dire need of members who possess technical expertise and it was also placed on record that they 
continue to approve multi-million dollar contracts without even retaining legal counsel. The customer 
service and communication with the public must improve. The estimation of bills and the fluctuations are 
unacceptable especially for those on fixed incomes. The financial team has no true grasp on the utility’s 
finances as well. The responses were telling. WAPA blames the PSC for not approving rate requests 
and as such it financially harms the utility. What they failed to acknowledge was the PSC granted rate 
increases many times and the revenues from those rate increases never went to the intended purpose. 
WAPA was the sole arbiter of those funds. Hence, a level of distrust has been created within the PSC. 
In good conscience they cannot approve more rate increases if WAPA will decide to redirect the money 
where they feel and not to the areas they publicly testified it should be directed to. As such, my legislation, 
33-0055 should move forward on matters of the PSC. It was clear WAPA can no longer fight the fact they 
need some level of restructuring. Again, the hearing needed to happen.”

OCTOBER 1ST
Committee of the Whole

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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OCTOBER 1ST
Committee of 
the Whole

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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Before the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were more of the Governor’s nominees that would sit 
on the respective boards in the Territory. For the rest of the upcoming months, the committee would 
receive board nominees and vet bills before going to Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s 
votes on each nominee and bill for Oct. 4th:

Nominee for Virgin Islands Waste Management Authority Board:
Daphne B. Harley (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominees for Virgin Islands Cannabis Advisory Board:
Miguel Tricoche (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)
Dr. Catherine A. Kean (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)
Hugo Roller II (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration) 

Bills also on the agenda were:

Bill No. 33-0130 An Act amending title 23, chapter 19, subchapter I, section 1519 of the Virgin Islands 
Code by adding a new subsection (c) to protect members of the Virgin Islands National Guard from civil 
action court proceedings while they are on Territorial active military service or deployment. 
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0107 An Act authorizing the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works to permit 
advertisements to be placed on VITRAN buses. 
(vote: 3 yeas, 1 no, 1 not voting, 2 absent; forward as amended to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0094 An Act amending title 34, chapter 2, section 41 of the Virgin Islands Code to include 
persons suffering with cancer or degenerative diseases in the Department of Human Services’ 
Pharmaceutical Program. 
(vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0087 An Act amending title 33, subtitle 1, part 1, chapter 3, section 45 of the Virgin Islands 
Code by prohibiting the Virgin Islands Bureau of Internal Revenue from assessing penalties and fees 
for unpaid gross receipt taxes during the time when a business’ gross receipts has not yet exceeded 
$225,000.
(vote: 4 yeas, 1 no, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

OCTOBER 4TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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OCTOBER 7TH
Meeting with the Delegate and WAPA Tour St. Croix

Senators toured both WAPA facilities to get an understanding of the current issues plaguing the power 
authority. Senators began on the island of St. Croix where they also met with the Delegate to Congress 
Stacey Plaskett.  
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Bill No. 33-0019, sponsored by Senator Sarauw, made its way to the floor to be heard by the Committee 
on Education and Workforce Development. The Bill is an act amending title 17, chapter 7, section 61a 
of the Virgin Islands Code regarding the school year. Stakeholders were invited to give input on the 
Bill to include the invited testifiers from the Department and Board of Education.

After thorough evaluation, the Bill would move forward to the Committee on Rules and Judiciary.

OCTOBER 9TH
Committee on Education

Before the committee on Rules and Judiciary 
were the Governor’s nominees that would sit 
on the respective boards in the Territory.

However, the question of conflict of interest 
would be a concern for Senators as former 
Senator and Commissioner of Agriculture, 
Positive T. A. Nelson, would be held in 
Committee until the call of the Chair. The 
reason for questioning the conflict of interest 
was because the former Senator is also the 
primary sponsor of the bill.  

The committee votes on each nominee is on 
the next page:

OCTOBER 10TH
Committee on Rules 
and Judiciary

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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Nominees for the Virgin Islands Cannabis Advisory Board
Commissioner Positive T.A. Nelson (vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent. Held in committee until the call of the Chair)
Dr. Nicole A. Craigwell-Syms (vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominees for the Virgin Islands Taxicab Commission
Loretta V. Lloyd (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)
Vincent A. Georges (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)
Myrna S. George (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bills also on the agenda were:

Bill No. 33-0116 An Act amending title 32 of the Virgin Islands Code as it relates to the Virgin Islands 
Horse Racing Commission. (vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0122 An Act amending title 7, chapter 1, subchapter 1, section 2 of the Virgin Islands code by 
expanding the definition of farming and by adding current industry standard terminology. (vote: 5 yeas, 
2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0123 An Act to earmark a percentage of the Government of the Virgin Islands budget to 
support local agriculture. (vote: 4 yeas, 1 no, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0068 An Act to amend title 20, part II, chapter 32, subchapter I of the Virgin Islands Code 
by adding a new section to create a process for transferring a vehicle upon the death of an individual, 
without going through the probate process. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)

Bill No. 33-0033 An Act to add a new section to title 3, chapter 16 of the Virgin Islands Code, to reenact 
the Virgin Islands Tax Study Commission which will be tasked with reviewing the current laws and tax 
structure of the Virgin Islands for the purpose of initiating tax reform and maximizing revenue in a fair and 
impartial manner. (vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0100 An Act amending title 20, part II, chapter 39, section 436(b)(1) of the Virgin Islands 
Code by including persons who are handicapped within the class of persons exempt from being charged 
a fee for a handicapped window decal. (motioned: to be held in committee until the call of the Chair)

Bill No. 33-0151 An Act amending title 15, part II, chapter 11, section 167 of the Virgin Islands Code by 
increasing the threshold for summary administration of estates in the Virgin Islands. (motioned: to be 
held in committee until the call of the Chair)

OCTOBER 10TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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Bill no. 33-0143, an Act amending title 29, 
chapter 22 of the Virgin Islands Code by 
clarifying existing provisions of the Tax 
Incremental Financing Program, was heard 
in Committee.

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS

OCTOBER 20TH
Volleyball

Bill no. 33-0196 an Act amending title 17, chapter 9, subchapter I, section 83 of the Virgin Islands 
Code by setting the beginning of the school day no earlier than 8:30am and Bill no. 33-0189 an 
Act amending title 3, chapter 7 of the Virgin Islands Code by designating the existing sections as 
subchapter I and adding a new subchapter II establishing the Virgin Islands Virtual Information 
System, both sponosored by Senator Sarauw, were heard before the Committee. Bill No. 33-0196 
was held in Committee for further review, while Bill No. 33-0189 was approved and forwarded to the 
Committee on Rules and Judiciary.

OCTOBER 22ND
Committee on Education

OCTOBER 15TH
Committee on Finance

Say hello to Coach Sarauw! Senator Sarauw 
took time out to coach and train the girls for the 
Charlotte Amalie High School team. The team 
placed 1st in the Complex Varsity Tournament 
and second in the regular season.

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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OCTOBER 24TH
Committee 
on Rules and 
Judiciary
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Before the committee on Rules and Judiciary were more of the 
governor’s nominees that would sit on the respective boards. 
For the rest of the quarter, the committee would receive board 
nominees and vet bills before going to Legislative Session. 
Here are the committee’s votes on each nominee and bill for 
Oct. 24th:

Nominee for the Virgin Islands Historic Preservation 
Commission - District St.Thomas & St. John:
Kurt G. Marsh, Jr. (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full 
body for further consideration) 

Nominees for the Virgin Islands Coastal Zone Management 
Commission:
Edward Foerstel (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full 
body with an unfavorable recommendation)
Kurt G. Marsh, Jr. (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full 
body for further consideration)

Nominees for the Government Employees Retirement 
System Board of Trustees:
Nellon L. Bowry (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body 
for further consideration)
Vincent G. Joseph (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full 
body with an unfavorable recommendation)

Nominees for the Virgin Islands Board of Career and 
Technical Education District of St. Croix:
Genevieve R. Whitaker, CPM, J.D. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; 
forward to the full body for further consideration)
Dr. Michael Francois, Ph.D. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to 
the full body for further consideration)
Dr. Anastasie V. Jackson, Ed.D. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward 
to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee for Compact Administrator, State Council of 
Interstate Compact for the Supervision of Adult Offenders 
Commissioner, Interstate Commission for the Adult 
Offender Supervision:
Director Wynnie Testamark (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to 
the full body for further consideration)

Nominees for the Virgin Islands Board of Dental Examiners:
Lauren Gewinner, RDH  (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the 
full body for further consideration)
Dr. Trevor A. C. Connor, DDS (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward 
to the full body for further consideration)

OCTOBER 24TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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Senators of the 33rd Legislature attended the ceremony for the renaming of the Sugar Estate Senior 
Residence in honor of former senator and police chief Celestino White Sr. During Celestino’s time in 
office he championed the cause for affordable housing in the Territory.

OCTOBER 24TH
Honoring Celestino White Sr.
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OCTOBER 28TH
Committee of the Whole

OCTOBER 
29TH
Committee on 
Youth

OCTOBER 
30TH
Committee on 
Finance

13SENATOR SARAUW



14SENATOR SARAUW14SENATOR SARAUW



15SENATOR SARAUW

On the agenda for the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were bills that needed to be vetted before going to 
Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on each bill for Oct. 31st:

Bill No. 33-0151 An Act amending title 15, part II, chapter 11, section 167 of the Virgin Islands Code by 
increasing the threshold for summary administration of estates in the Virgin Islands. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; 
forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0113 A Resolution to posthumously honor and commend Lee “Lee Vee” Vanterpool, a native 
son, for contributions to the Virgin Islands community as a consummate media professional and mentor, 
and for his contribution of time and professional skills to numerous nonprofit organizations and events that 
have benefitted the Virgin Islands community. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)

Bill No. 33-0110 A Resolution honoring and commending the Rising Stars Steel Orchestra for their musical 
contributions and dedication the youth of our community and for being cultural ambassadors abroad. (vote: 
5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0117 An Act amending title 1, chapter 11 of the Virgin Islands Code by adding a new section 200k. 
establishing Virgin Islands Flag Day. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0109 An Act amending title 16, chapter 1, subsection II, sections 35 and 36 of the Virgin Islands 
Code by prohibiting the issuance of marriage licenses to persons under the age of eighteen (18). (vote: 6 
yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body as amended for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0019 An Act amending title 17, chapter 7, section 61a of the Virgin Islands Code regarding the 
school year. (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0143 An Act amending title 29, chapter 22 of the Virgin Islands Code by clarifying existing 
provisions of the Tax Incremental Financing Program.

Bill No. 33-0129 An Act amending Act No. 7589 to extend the time within which the Enterprise Zone 
Commission may confer benefits under title 29, chapter 19, subchapter III of the Virgin Islands Code to areas 
designated as Commercial Zones. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0100 An Act amending title 20, part II, chapter 39, section 436(b)(1) of the Virgin Islands Code by 
including persons who are handicapped within the class of persons exempt from being charged a fee for a 
handicapped window decal. (motioned: bill was removed from the agenda)

Bill No. 33-0119 An Act amending title 27, chapter 9, subchapter I, section 303(a) of the Virgin Islands Code 
requiring that an initial business license be issued within three (3) days of application. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; 
forward to the full body as amended for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0091 An Act amending title 27, chapter 9, subchapter 1, section 303b and section 307 of the 
Virgin Islands Code by requiring that businesses post the required labor law posters in a conspicuous place 
inside the business and if there is more than one site, then at all locations. In section 307, specific penalties 
are assessed for multiple violations in a given year and an appeal process is set in place for any business 
that is penalized. (vote: 3 yeas, 2 no, 2 absent; forward to the full body as amended for further consideration)

OCTOBER 31ST
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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Before the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were more of the governor’s nominees that would sit on 
the respective boards. For the rest of the quarter, the committee would receive board nominees and 
vet bills before going to Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on each nominee and bill 
for Nov. 13th:

Nominee for the Healthcare Practitioner Representative
Virgin Islands Cannabis Advisory Board
Dr. Gary Jett, MD (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee for the Disability Advocate Representative
Virgin Islands Cannabis Advisory Board
Christopher T. Jones (vote: 5 yeas, 1 no, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee for the Virgin Islands Board of Chiropractic Examiners District of St. Croix
Dr. Jason B. Williams (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee for the Virgin Islands Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC)
Eavey-Monique C. James, CSW, CPM - Compact Administrator (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the 
full body for further consideration)

Nominee for the Virgin Islands Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC)
Charisse V. Hart - Deputy Compact Administrator (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for 
further consideration)

Nominee for the Virgin Islands Public Finance Authority Board of Directors District of St. Croix
Keith C. O’Neale, Jr. (vote: 5 yeas, 1 not voting, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bills also on the agenda were:

Bill No. 33-0095 An Act amending title 34 of the Virgin Islands Code by adding a new chapter 18 
enacting the “Virgin Islands Medicaid Program Integrity Act.” (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full 
body for further consideration)

Bill No.33-0201 An Act amending title 20, part II, chapter 43, section 504 of the Virgin Islands Code by 
increasing the punishment for negligent homicide by means of motor vehicle. 
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No.33-0134 An act amending title 17, chapter 15 of the Virgin Islands Code to establish a Psychiatric 
Medical Doctoral Program Scholarship. 
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0199 An Act making an appropriation from the St. Croix Capital Improvement Fund to be 
used as matching funds to acquire federal funds under the Transportation Investment Generating 
Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant award for the St. Croix Molasses Pier Enhancement Project.
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

NOVEMBER 13TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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Before the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were more of the governor’s nominees that would sit on 
the respective boards. For the rest of the quarter, the committee would receive board nominees and 
vet bills before going to Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on each nominee and bill 
for Nov. 14th:

Nominees for the Virgin Islands Board of Pharmacy District of St. Thomas
Danson Nganga (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)
Dr. Vernique Caswell, Pharm. D. (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee Virgin Islands Board of Pharmacy District of St. Croix
Laura M. Forbes (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration) 

Nominees for the Virgin Islands Board of Psychology Examiners District of St. Thomas
Dr. Ramona J. Moss, Ph.D., NCSP (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)
Dr. Nicolette Cutright, Ph.D. (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee for the Virgin Islands Board of Licensed Counselors and Examiners District of St. 
Thomas
Curtis E. Callendar, MS, LMHC, NCC Substance Abuse Counselor (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full 
body for further consideration)
 
Nominees Virgin Islands Board of Optometrical Examiners District of St. Croix
Dr. Lisa E. Adams-Mahepath, O.D. (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee Virgin Islands Board of Examiners for Practice of Veterinary Medicine District of St. 
John
Dr. Laura Palminteri, VMD (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee Virgin Islands Coastal Zone Management Commission District of St. Thomas
Jawanza Wallace-Hilaire (vote: 7 yeas; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bills also on the agenda:

Bill No. 33-0152 An Act amending title 28, chapter 12, sections 251 and 254 of the Virgin Islands Code 
relating to construction liens by exempting government-owned property and property of homeowners 
under government-administered home repair and construction programs from construction liens, and 
providing protections to certain homesteaders, and for other related purposes. (removed from the 
agenda)

Bill No. 33-0207 An Act amending title 17, chapter 11, section 121 of the Virgin Islands Code by 
requiring persons teaching children in kindergarten-4 through third grade to have specific early 
childhood education requirements outlined by the Board of Education, thereby ensuring that primary 
grade students are receiving a quality education; requiring the Board of Education to promulgate rules 
and regulations to support the criteria for the minimum requirements; and providing funding for early 
childhood educators to obtain the minimum requirements. (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full 
body for further consideration)

NOVEMBER 14TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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Before the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were more 
of the governor’s nominees that would sit on the respective 
boards. For the rest of the quarter, the committee would 
receive board nominees and vet bills before going to 
Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on 
each nominee and bill for Nov. 15th:

Nominee for the Virgin Islands Board of Dental 
Examiners – District of St. Croix
Dr. Emmanuel O. Delano, DDS, MS
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)

Nominees for the Virgin Islands Board of Medical 
Examiners
Dr. Mavis Matthew, MD
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)
Andre’ T. Dorsey
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)

Nominee for the Government Employees Service 
Commission – District of St. Croix
John Abramson, Jr.
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)

Nominee for the Government Employees Service 
Commission – District of St. Thomas
Lorraine Gumbs-Morton
(vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)

Bill also on the agenda:

Bill No. 33-0152 An Act amending title 28, chapter 12, 
sections 251 and 254 of the Virgin Islands Code relating 
to construction liens by exempting government-owned 
property and property of homeowners under government-
administered home repair and construction programs from 
construction liens, and providing protections to certain 
homesteaders, and for other related purposes.
(vote: 4 yeas, 1 no, 2 absent; forward to the full body for 
further consideration)

NOVEMBER 15TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary
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Before the Committee on Rules and Judiciary were more of the governor’s nominees that would sit on the 
respective boards. For the rest of the quarter, the committee would receive board nominees and vet bills before 
going to Legislative Session. Here are the committee’s votes on each nominee and bill for Dec. 12th:

Nominee – Virgin Islands Board of Medical Examiners District of St. Thomas
Dr. Frank A. Odlum, MD., FACS, (vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee – Virgin Islands Board of Psychology Examiners District of St. Croix
Dr. Lindsy Yarger-Wagner (vote: 4 yeas, 3 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee – Government Employees Service Commission District of St. Croix
Dr. Kisha Christian, Pharm.D. (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee – Government Employees Retirement System Board of Trustees District of St. Thomas
Carol A. Callwood (vote: 2 yeas, 3 no, 1 not voting, 1 absent; forward to the full body with an unfavorable 
recommendation)

Nominee – Virgin Islands Taxicab Commission District of St. Croix
Assistant Commissioner Elizabeth Hansen Watley (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further 
consideration)

Nominees – Virgin Islands Public Broadcasting System Board of Directors District of St.Thomas/
St.John
Jose Raul Carrillo (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)
Osbert E. Potter (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominees – Virgin Islands Board of Career and Technical Education
Dr. Suzanne Darrow-Magras, Ph.D. - District of St. Thomas (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for 
further consideration)
Jo Ann Allen Murphy - District of St. Croix (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee – Virgin Islands Waste Management Authority Board of Directors District of St. Croix
Laurence J. Richards, PE (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Nominee – Virgin Islands Water and Power Authority Governing Board District of St. Croix
Jed JohnHope (vote: 6 yeas, 1 absent; forward to the full body for further consideration)

Bills also on the agenda were:

Bill No. 33-0153 An Act making an appropriation from the District Public Road Fund to the Department of 
Public Works for the purpose of erecting “Keep Left” signage throughout the territory, establishing a “Keep 
Left” public information campaign, and mandating that all rental car agencies in the territory provide “Keep 
Left” signage and public information material in every rental vehicle. (vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full 
body for further consideration)

Bill No. 33-0200 An Act amending title 20, part II, chapter 43, section 493 of the Virgin Islands Code by 
increasing the punishment for driving while under the influence of intoxicating liquors or controlled substances. 
(vote: 5 yeas, 2 absent; forward to the full body as ammended for further consideration)

DECEMBER 12TH
Committee on Rules and Judiciary

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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AFT Protest during Legislative Session on December 18th.

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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It was the last Session for 2019 and it was 
a packed agenda for the next two days to 
say the least. For the first day, before the 
Senators of the 33rd Legislature were the 48 
nominees for consideration that were vetted 
in the Committee on Rules and Judiciary. 

Nominees for the following boards would 
successful passed during Session: 

Members for the VI Cannabis Advisory 
Board, VI Board of Dental Examiners, VI 
Taxicab Commission, VI Board of Career and 
Technical Education, VI Historic Preservation 
Commission, VI Coastal Zone Management 
Commission, Government Employees 
Services Commission, VI Waste Management Authority Board of Directors, Compact Administrator-State 
Council of Interstate Compact, VI Board of Pharmacy, VI Board of Chiropractic Examiners, Compact 
Administrators-VI Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children, VI Public Finance Authority Board of 
Directors, VI Board of Psychology Examiners, VI Board of Licensed Counselors and Examiners, VI Board 
of Optometrical Examiners, VI Board for Practice of Veterinary Medicine, VI Board of Medical Examiners, 
VI Waste Management Authority Board of Directors, VI Water and Power Authority Governing Board, and 
VI Public Broadcasting System Board of Directors.

With the many issues plaguing GERS, Senators expressed concerns with the Governor’s choice for 
nominees regarding the GERS Board of Trustees. Ultimately, Senators felt it needed candidates that can 
help address the insolvency. Although the candidates intentions were good, unfortunately Vincent Joseph 
and Carol Callwood were not approved by the Full Body.

During the second day of Session, Senators would continue to vet Bills to include three of Senator 
Sarauw’s bills, which were Bills no. 33-0019, 33-0094, and 33-0068.
 
Bill no. 33-0019 An Act amending title 17, chapter 7, section 61a of the Virgin Islands Code regarding the 
school year and the amount of instructional hours per school year received a vote of 15 yeas passing 
Session unanimously.

Bill no. 33-0094 An Act amending title 34, chapter 2, section 41 of the Virgin Islands Code to include persons 
suffering with cancer or degenerative diseases in the Department of Human Services’ Pharmaceutical 
Program received a vote of 15 yeas passing Session unanimously.

Bill no. 33-0068 An Act to amend title 20, part II, chapter 32, subchapter I of the Virgin Islands Code by 
adding a new section to create a process for transferring a vehicle upon the death of an individual, without 
going through the probate process received a vote of 14 yeas and 1 no.

The three Bills moved out of Legislative Session to be forward to the Governor for final consideration.

DECEMBER 18TH - 19TH
Legislative Session

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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Senators met in an Emergency Session, 
by request of the Governor, on December 
27th to address the WAPA crisis that was 
now forcing the utility to revert to diesel 
generators. VITOL had declared a cut-off 
of propane fuel to the Authority unless a 2 
million payment was made immediately and 
another 4 million by December 31st.

Before passing legislation that would 
direct monies and amend the fiscal year 
budget, Senators had members of the PSC 
and WAPA clarify all concerns regarding 
repayment of the 6 million to GVI, the base 
rate, etc.

Senator Sarauw took to social media to share her thoughts on the outcome of the Emergency Session: 

“I took no pleasure in voting in the affirmative yesterday to appropriate funds to WAPA. However, there 
are times tough votes like that must be casted. As officials, we are elected to make difficult, conscious 
provoking and controversial decisions. I wasn’t elected to walk off the floor when my name is called and 
be recorded as absent. I wasn’t elected to go on record abstaining. In the end my “yes” vote rested on 
what is best for the greater good. No action would’ve resulted in a 40 cents increase by June. Then and 
only then would our people be in more peril. Finance Chair Vialet shuffled numbers and rearranged the 
budget with input from other sharp financial Senators. The day was intense. I’m sure none of us took 
pride in rearranging the budget to assist the utility.

A few questions rose from the hearing. Could privatization be any worse than the present status? 
Government can own 51% of the utility. A private company cannot do what they want out of us. The PSC, 
EPA, consumer protection are there for a reason.

Why isn’t the WAPA board being publicly held accountable? All of WAPA’s costly ventures were approved 
by the board. They promoted the practice of over promising and under delivering.

Why the hesitancy to declare a state of emergency? This would mean WAPA would become subject to a 
federal investigation. That investigation may shed light on this controversial VITOL deal.

WAPA continues to drag their feet on their billing practices, estimation of bills and helping consumers 
seek redress, the exorbitant cost of leases, the financial arm is very weak and they struggle to justify the 
numbers requested for rate increases. This is why the PSC struggles with WAPA’s presentation as well.
On Jan 7 the body is scheduled to have an informal working meeting to fine tune WAPA legislations. 
Senator Frett-Gregory and I are the authors of the Wapa oversight bill, I am the author of the bill to 
give the PSC more regulatory powers (33-0055), Sen. Barnes owns the PSC, Wapa restructuring board 
legislations and a fair billing practice act (that addresses how WAPA treats consumers and bills them) 
must be drafted.

The solution to WAPA isn’t overnight or a quick fix. The path isn’t easy but we will get there.”

DECEMBER 27TH
Emergency Legislative Session

Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs
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EXPENDITURES: OCTOBER

OFFICE OF 
SENATOR SARAUW 
FINANCIAL REPORT

EXPENDITURES: NOVEMBER

LINE ITEM DESCRIPTION MONTHLY $ YTD

TRAVEL 
(AIR/HOTEL*)

[Senator]
[Staff]

$509.40 $13,287.08

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

$0 $1,250.00

OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT

Internet/Cable, Maintenance $623.58 $5,611.17

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, binders, 
folders, etc

$95.39 $1,016.97

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Printing
Committee Expenditures

$337.29
$2,134.72 $18,921.82

MISC $80.49 $11,219.44

Total $3,780.87 $51,306.48

LINE ITEM DESCRIPTION MONTHLY $ YTD

TRAVEL 
(AIR/HOTEL*)

[Senator]
[Staff]

$594.30 $13,881.38

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

$375.00 $1,625.00

OFFICE 
EQUIPMENT

Internet/Cable, Maintenance $200.14 $5,811.31

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES

Paper, envelopes, pens, pencils, binders, 
folders, etc

$0 $1,016.97

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Printing
Committee Expenditures

$0
$2,949.51 $21,871.33

MISC Subscription to National Black Caucus $100.00 $11,319.44

Total $4,218.95 $55,525.43

WILL UPDATE WHEN DECEMBER FINANCIALS 
BECOME AVAILABLE
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /14 /19
To require the school day for 
middle, junior, and high schools 
to begin no earlier than 8:30am

33 -023 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19
To provide for extended hours of 
operations for key agencies that 
provide services directly to the 
public

33 - 024 RECEIVED 3/14/2019

1 / 14 / 19

To add a new chapter to enable 
the establishment and use of a 
Business Improvement Districts 
in the VI for the enhancement of 
our economy

33 -026 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19

To establish a temporary 
mortorium on large-scale coastal 
development on STT, STJ, and 
Water Island pending adoption of 
updated CZM Plan

Needs more information

1/14/19 To add new "Commercial Driver's 
License Operator requirement" 33 - 027 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

1 / 14 / 19
To add new language as it 
pertains to the Casino Control 
Commission

33 -028 RECEIVED 3/5/2019

1 / 14 / 19
To provide tax incentives to 
employers who hire former 
inmates convicted of non-violent 
offenses

Submitted; attaching to 
expungement

1 / 14 / 19 To enhance the PSC's regulatory 
authority over WAPA

Info submitted to counsel 
2/7/2019

1 / 14 / 19
To have employee deductions 
directly deposited into GERS 
account

33 - 029 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel s 2/20

1 / 14 / 19
To add numericall limitaions on 
number of gas stations on STT & 
STX including 5 year moratorium 
on gass stations

33 -030 Pre-empted by Senator 
Blyden

1 / 14 / 19
To legalize and regulate the adult 
use of cannabis for recreational 
purposes.

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel 4/15/20192019

1 / 14 / 19
To require exit interviews be 
conducted with all GVI employees 
upon transfer, resignation, 
retirement or termination

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

28SENATOR SARAUW
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DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /14 /19
To add credit card and check 
section on the 720-B Form for 
Gross Receipt Annual Tax Return

33 -031 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel 

1 / 14 / 19

To allow the senate to nominate 
and appoint members to 
vacancies on boards and 
commissions in the absence of 
action by the governor

33 - 032 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To update laws regarding mooring 
and marine waste disposal

Info Submitted to Legal 
Counsel 3/13/2019fo 
submitted 3/13/2019

1 / 14 / 19
To impose a fee on money 
transmissions sent to destinations 
outside the US and its territories

33 - 033 Pre-empted by Senator 
Blyden

1 / 14 / 19

To amend 34 VIC as it pertains 
to the Pharmaceutical Program 
for the aged to include those 
with cancer and/or degenerative 
diseases

33 -034 Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19
To prohibit all government 
agencies from accepting cash as a 
form of payment

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To restructure the AG's office and 
provide 10 year appointed term

Pre-empted by Senator 
Francis

1 / 14 / 19 To revise the Probate code Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To honor Rising Stars Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19
To repeal gross receipt tax in its 
entirety and replace it with sales 
tax

33 -035 Pre-empted by Senator 
Francis

1 / 14 / 19 To repeal the Sin Tax in it's 
entirety 33 - 036 Pre-empted by Senator 

DeGraff

1 / 14 / 19
Changing the school year to align 
with school districts in the 50 
states

33 -037 Passed Committee on 
Rules and Judiciary

1 / 14 / 19 Autorizing decision making by the 
Single Board of Elections 33 -038 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel
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33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /14 /19 Prescription Surveillance Law for 
Controlled Drugs

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

1 / 14 / 19 To honor Tishelle Knight Passed Legislative 
Session

1 / 14 / 19
To amend taxi rates, institute 
metered cab fare system, require 
taxi drivers to make provisions to 
accept credit cards

33 -042 Info submitted to 
Counsel 1/22/2019

1 / 14 / 19 Revise vehicle probate laws 33 -0094 Passed Legislative 
SessionEIVED 4/26/2019

1 / 14 / 19
Enacting legislation governing 
the operations of the Territorial 
Longitudinal Data System; known 
as VIVIS

Passed Committee on 
Education and Workforce 
Developmentttn. Rogers 
2/27

1 / 14 / 19 To merge West Indian Company 
Lmtd. And VI Port Authority

Info submitted 
3/14/2019

1 / 14 / 19 Woman, Children, and Families 
Act

Assigned to Committee 
on Government 
Operations

1 / 14 / 19 To increase senatorial allotments 33 - 039 RECEIVED 3/6/2019

1 / 14 / 19 To allow for he expungement of 
felony convictions.

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel h comments

1 / 18 / 19
Apprenticeship Bill technical 
amendment offered by Gov. K. 
Mapp; changing DPNR to Property 
and Procurement

33 -068 Passed in Legislative 
Session

1 / 18 / 19 To strengthen the liotering laws 33 -069 RECEIVED 3/6/2019

1 / 18 / 19
To amend the Education Initiative 
Fund section 3093 and to repeal 
section 3100i

33 - 070 RECEIVED 3/5/2019
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DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

1 /18 /19
To change who handles contempt 
proceedings; replacing US 
Attorney with VI Attorney General

RECEIVED 2/28/2019

1 / 22 / 19
To pardon all those who are 
incarcerated for cannabis related 
crimes.

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel Info submitted 
4/11/2019

1 / 25 / 19 To establish escrow account for 
civilians to pay for police officers RECEIVED 3/7/2019

2 / 1 / 19
To change the # of senators that 
may meet to form minority and 
choose leader

Memo sent requesting 
BR No. to change to a 
resolution

2 / 4 / 19 To honor Alvin "Alli" Paul for the 
art of mocko jumbee

Passed Legislative 
Session CEIVED 
3/20/2019

2 / 8 / 19
To appropriate $200,000 from 
general fund for a contitutional 
convention

33 -132 Info Submitted 
3/15/2019

3 / 11 / 19 To update Title 19 Health of the 
VIC

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

To amend the law on open 
beaches and shorelines. 33 - 188 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

3 / 19 / 19
To provide for the VI Minority 
& Disadvantaged Business 
Enterprise Program

Pre-empted by Senator 
Jackson

3 / 21 / 19 Re-submitted "Dig Once" Assigned to Committee 
on Housing

3 / 26 / 19 Transfer Fisherman of territory to 
Department of Agriculture

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

3 / 29 / 19
To appropriate $50,000 to UVI 
Cell to conduct a tax study; gross 
receipt to sales tax

Pre-empted by Senator 
DeGraff

4 / 8 / 19 Government contracts for natural 
disasters by June 1 each year

Assigned to Committee 
on Government 
Operations

31SENATOR SARAUW



32SENATOR SARAUW

33rd Legislature
Crafting Policy

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

4 /8 / 19 Add a definition for "Rape by 
fraud"

Pre-empted by Senator 
Francis

4 /9 / 19 To add language to Escrow 
account bill 3 3 - 2 3 7 RECEIVED 4/23/2019

4 / 15 / 19
To appropriate 300,000 for VIDE 
to provide for mental health 
services

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

4 /23 /19 To revise language in Ali paul 
resolution 3 3 - 2 4 4 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

4 /30 /19 Amendments for PSC 3 3 - 2 6 5 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

5 /8 / 19 To update VIC Landlord & tenant 
statues 1 9 - 0 4 7 6 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

To allow nurse practitioners full 
practice authority 1 9 - 0 5 8 9 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

To allow LPNs to be employed by 
th Dept of Education 1 9 - 0 5 7 5 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

To increase charitable 
contributions from EDC 
companies to build and repair 
schools.

1 9 - 0 7 2 7 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

To honor Shela A. Smith Liburd 
“Shela’s Pot” for her contributions 
to the St. John community

1 9 - 0 4 8 8 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

To update Title 19 Health of the 
VIC 1 9 - 0 3 4 7 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel

To modernize the code regarding 
the practice of medicine

Submitted to Legal 
Counsel

To ban single use plastic toiletries 
in all lodging establishments 
territory wide

1 9 - 0 7 7 0 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel
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To date, since receiving the Chairmanship of the 
Committee on Rules and Judiciary in June of 2019, this 
committee has moved 8 Cabinet Members, 56 Members 

for Boards/Commissioners and 94 Bills.

Legislative Snapshot

DATE 
SUBMITTED SUMMARY

ASS IGNED 
NUMBER STATUS

To appropriate $800,000 to the 
Department of Public Works to 
conduct repairs to North Star 
Village Road on St. Thomas, VI

1 9 - 0 8 8 3 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel I

To amend chiropractic codes to 
extend the scope of practice 1 9 - 0 8 9 1 Submitted to Legal 

Counsel Info submitted 
4/11/2019

To add a new chapter to Title 29. 
The new chapter will comprise 
a system regarding derelict 
buildings that will be mirrored 
after the state of Virginia’s 
statues on derelict buildings

1 9 - 0 8 9 0 Submitted to Legal 
Counsel I
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Photo Credit: 
Legislature Public Affairs

Senator Sarauw addresses AFT members at the AFT 
Protest during Legislative Session on December 18th.


